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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Date: June 2, 2017

To: Landowners in South Branch Watershed

From: Kevin Ruud, Administrator

Re: Public Meeting Regarding Watershed Planning Effort

Notice of Public Meeting
Monday, June 12, 2017 at 1 p.m.
Felton Community Center
253 6" Street, Felton, MN
South Branch Watershed
Public & Agency Scoping
Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD)

The WRWD will host a public meeting at the Community Center (253 6" Street) in Felton, MN, Monday,
June 12 @ 1:00 p.m. This public meeting is for Landowners located within the South Branch Watershed.
The WRWD is proceeding as the Local Sponsoring Organization for completion of a NRCS Watershed
Planning effort in the South Branch Watershed. The purpose of the meeting is to provide background of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This information will be used to determine the scope of
Watershed Planning activities within the South Branch Watershed. Input may be provided through oral
comments at the meeting as well as through completion of a questionnaire. For those unable to attend the
meeting, the questionnaire will be made available, along with presentation material from the meeting, at the
WRWD web page following the public meeting. The WRWD website is listed below:
http://www.wildricewatershed.org/

Comments forms will be accepted for all for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017. Completed
comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District

11 East 5™ Avenue

Ada, MN 56510
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[1 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements. Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Today’s Meeting

The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and
adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

Identified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o Other

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5" Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wildricewatershed.org

[ SR S



Name:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Mailing Address:

Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns
where the degree of concern is not indicated will be considered a zero value (No Concern or Not Relevant).

KEY: 0=No Concern or Not Relevant 1 =Minimal Concern 2 = Minor Concern
3 =Moderate Concern 4 = Significant Concern 5 =Severe Concern
Concerns for Project Scoping: No Concern Severe Concern
o Flooding/Flood Damages__________.__.__ . .. . e . 1 2 3 4 5
e Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation.______________ .. . . ... 0 1 2 3 4 5
e Wildlife and Habitat . e O 1 2 3 4 5
e QOthers (Please describe in comment section) ... .0 1 2 3 4 5

Additional Comments:
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COST SHARE BREAKDOWN
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Name: _ Darlene \4/12}:&:’ . Trustee. T attended the meeting on &-12-17 of Rlten .

Phone Number: 2§ - 233 - 2474

Email Address: Nene

Mailing Address: _ 3433 - 29 ™ st So, 04 Mom’/zcic[; MN. SL5460

Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns
where the degree of concern is not indicated will be considered a zero value (No Concern or Not Relevant).

KEY: 0=No Concern or Not Relevant 1= Minimal Concern 2 =Minor Concern
3 = Moderate Concern 4 = Significant Concern 5 =Severe Concern
Concerns for Project Scoping: No Concern Severe Concern
o Flooding/Fl00d DEMAZES. ... .- .- oo oo oeoeeeeeeeeeeoreeeeeeseeoeeeeseeeeeemeeeereseenan. 0o 1 2 3 @5
¢ Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation ... 0 1 2 3 @ s

« Wildlife and Habitat,_Fish_._and_herm for ofher Jarge gnimels..0 1 2 (& 4 5

e Others (Please describe in comment section)____._ Wekex 0 1 (D 3 4 5

Additional Comments:_The. So. Branch af +he Wiid Rice. runs fht’auf,h aforested area. that i's

Szlﬂ:’rah:ci frem turmstead and fieddjond ba}: 4s /{o-}/?l Used trail pnd some rews of

brees and brush . The $loods created a la.nlacr river r':/7rm7<7/z Eresien thal centinaes

to ?)Va Lp the trail in jD«zri" ,mezcllx/l}) ia_a,grs. @50 . T de net koew e whet cxbent the

Eresion Gsmfi'm_ms‘/ ond thet 1s my cl)rnuf'esi“ Concern .

1d)ife i Nerbhern £
ol olf) T would ke be see the Lish back.

7,

Wai‘c,(?ua/xh[ C/m_n?ds * T annot chswer pbpul River water. We are P/é,m;”?
te parficipate. nthe water ?auz//fff +csl‘}arc7'eci' that Cloy Co. has sent oul ¢dlerning
Well weter.
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Name: ___WARK  Uag(zs

{3

Phone Number: __ 7ol - 261 - £374

Email Address: _ M LHARLESSZY (2 LMAIL. Com

Ry

Mailing Address: _To. Oox 37  FAul | ol SS9

Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns
where the degree of concern is not indicated will be considered a zero value (No Concemn or Not Relevant).
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Mr. Philip Matson

&f ' 13531 210th St. N.

Ulen, N 56385
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Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns

where the d of concern is not indicated will nsidered a zero valu oncern or Not Relevant).
KEY: 0=No Concern or Not Relevant 1= Minimal Concern 2 = Minor Concern
3 = Moderate Concern 4 = Significant Concern 5 = Severe Concern
Concerns for Project Scoping: No Concern Severe Concern
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Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns
where the deeree of concern is not indicated will be considered a zero value (No Concern or Not Relevant).

KEY: 0=No Concern or Not Relevant 1=Minimal Concern 2 =Minor Concern
3 = Moderate Concern 4 = Significant Concern 5 =Severe Concern
Concerns for Project Scoping: No Concemn Severe Concern
o Flooding/Fiood Damages. i O 1 2 3 4 @
¢ Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation .0 1 2 3 @ 5
o Wildlife and Habitat 0 0 2 3 4 5
» Others (Please describe in comment section) ... ... .0 1 2 3 4 5
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Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns
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3 =Moderate Concern 4 = Significant Concern 5= Severe Concern
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Return comiplated map along with somyileted Comment Form to:
Witd Rice Watershed [strict
11 East 6 Avenue
Ada, MN 58510
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RECEIVED

along the Wild Rice River South Branch
.hstnct 8 request for response to its 6-10-

[ “Uyely voiced their concerns to the

ilted. With the recent damage due to
Hagen Board and its residents are now
ends to do a feasibility study. The time for
study has long passed. The contributing factors to the problem have been identified and
need to be dealt with. This letter will state the contributing factors and reasonable plans

for their alleviation.

The Watershed District wants to place a dam on the South Branch of the Wild Rice River
in Hagen Township. Again, as one voice, the Hagen Board and its residents on the river
state emphatically that this plan will not work and will have dire consequences if built.

The Wild Rice South Branch was a peaceful river, a beautiful waterway lined with huge
ancient oaks and cottonwoods. Residents who have lived here many decades, state that
the river well handled the occasional inordinate rainfalls or heavy runoff of snow melt
without changing its course. Newcomers believe this, as it is evident that the river’s high
banks and well-established course was able to accommodate a significant rise in water.
This is no longer the case. In past decades, and likely for centuries, it would take days
before a rise in the river was noticed following a heavy rain. Now the rise occurs within
hours. It exceeds the river’s capacity. And the effect is devastating; not only to the
property in Hagen Township, but to land in the valley. The primary reason for this
dramatic change is ditching.

In the ‘40s the Federal Government paid landowners to drain wetlands to convert them to
farm acreage. This started a practice of drainage, installation of culverts, and ditching
that allows the water to run off the land at great speed. Not only has the practice been



established, it has advanced to a sophisticated process with scrapers and lasers without i
respect for consequences or legal imits. The ditches are deeper than legal limits allow
and they are done without permits. When permits are requested for bigger and bigger
culverts and for more ditching they are granted without consideration for the effects
downstream. Again, the effects are devastating - for Hagen residents, the integrity of the
Wild Rice South Branch River, the landowners in the Ada and Borup areas and ultimately
the people living along the Red River.

1) The ditching has to stop! And violaters need to be prosecuted.

2) Wetlands need to be re-established. Previous ponds and swamp areas need to be
turned ifto reservoirs and if landowners need to be reimbursed to do so, so be it.

3) Ditches have to be returned to reasonable depths and to have some variation of terrain
so that they provide some resistance to the flow of water, Something as simple as hay
bale barriers would slow the water, -

4) Some ditches need to be gated and at times of inordinate rainfall, the gates need to be
closed and water held for a few hours until the river has the capacity to bear the flow.

5) The best dam system is to use existing roads and reinforce them at strategic points to
hold back water, as was done in one spot in Hagen Township.

If these measures are not taken, the problem of flooding will only increase.

In drought years in the future, these measures would also help retain needed moisture.

The cost of flooding has been tremendous in Hagen Township. The bridges and roads in
Hagen have been washed out three times in 5 years, The flood of *97, called the flood of
the Century, washed out alf of the bridges and roads in Hagen. The recent flood exceeded
that of '97. It was the worst ever in Hagen Township. Residents watched in horror as
one bridge was totally destroyed, as huge chunks of land were taken in an instant and as
water came out of the banks and raced across land tearing out roads and fields and leaving
behind rocks, sand, trees and debris, Nothing like it was seen before.

The costs to Hagen Township for the last 3 floods were significant. They were partly
reimbursed with FEMA funds. Helpful to our Township, but the cost is really bom by all
taxpayers. Now FEMA requests plans for prevention in all frequently flooded areas.
Without the Watershed District’s responsible action in this matter, Hagen Township can
only helplessly watch as flooding destroys more and more property and we again request
assistance from FEMA, ’

The cost to landowners is incalculable and a nightmare for insurance claims and
companiées. Most often it is not reimbursed by insutance and the landowner is left in
shock looking at the devastated property and wondering how to deal with it. And
wondering how much property will be lost int the next flood. Because there will be
another one unless action is taken.

Some people downstream, seeing all the trees blocking and putting pressure on bridges in
their area, believe that someone should cut down all the trees that are ready to fall into the
river. These were not trees that were waiting to fall into the river. These were long




established trees, monstrous oaks and cottonwoods that were living happily far back from
the river. With each flooding we all watched in hotror as enortous chunks of land 8’ to
16" high and 25’ to 50° wide were, in one motion, swept from the landscape. The noise
of the trees being ripped out, roots and all, is tremendons and frightening and it is
sickening to see the previously stately trees bobbing down the river like matchsticks.
Residents also watched with horror and amazement as an island of land with trees
standing upright was swept downstream. One farmer had 2 47’ bridge across the river,
The river at the same point now is 200’wide. Nothing can stop this once the flooding is
in motiop. Nothing, - - - -~ -~ - . - . S ' -

The Wild Rice South Branch runs through an area known as the ridge of ald Lake
Aggasiz. The ridge holds the rock and boulders brought in eons ago by glaciers. Hagen
has many gravel pits in its jurisdiction. We are all familiar with rocks and boulders. '
Boulders as big as small cars have been swept away by the river and we have heard their
fierce rumble as they are carried through our bridges. It takes huge equipment to remove
these boulders from gravel pits. The river moves them with ease like they were

styrofoam.

One area in Hagen acts as a natural dam for floodwaters. Because.of the high bank on
one side, low land on the other, and a road intersecting the river this area holds back a
tremendous amount of water. But it cannot be contained. The river drops 108" in three
miles from road 11 to road 27 in Hagen causing tremendous velocity in river flow. Itis
not possible to contain such force. When the river at that speed is held back in any way it
forces its way elsewhere and churns its way through any barrier to continue its path.
When it cannot move through the river channel it flows out of the banks and rushes
across the Jand, Ithas to. A volume of water 100+° wide by 227 high (or more) falling
over 100 feet has an unimaginable force. The bank stabilization project completed in
Hagen to hold a “hundred year flood” came through this last flood with overflowing
banks, and washed out rip rap. These are reasons we know a dam in Hagen will not
work, It is not known how much volume flowed per second in this last flood, but if you
were somehow able to hold that flow for even two hours in Hagen Township you would
have 2 catastrophic results. In addition, a dam in Hagen would fill with boulders, rocks,
sand and earth and fail in short order.

Ring diles and bank stabilization projects, while helpful to selected Iandowners, do

nothing to stop the source of the problem. They deal only with its consequences. Water

tetention and slowing its flow are imperative, '

The eontrol of the Wild Rice South Branch needs to be done east of the city of Ulen.

We think the residents-of Ulen agree, when we see the damage that occurred there, . i
|

Each time heavy rains are forecast we all wait with apprehiension wondering what damage
will occur next. The Watershed District needs to make hard decisions and the decisions
need to be made now. Action must be taken to resolve this problem.




The Hagen Board and its residents are willing to help with practical solutions. We
believe, if we all do our part along the river, the Wild Rice River South Branch will
returmn to being the peaceful river it once was.

Sincerely,

Ha%‘?zfgmm, Clerk
ce. Township Boards along the Wild Rice River South Branch, FEMA, local media and

an attny
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WILD RICE WATERSHED DISTRICT
11 East 6th Avenue - Ada, Minnesota 56510 -
Phone (218) 784-4088
October 6, 2002
Hazel Hutton
18221 220™ Street Noxth -
" Ulen, MN 56585

Dear Ms. Hutton:

. On behalf of the Wild Rice Watershed District (WR
to your August 2, 2002, letter. Our response is-directed to your concerns as a citizen since we understand that

the igsues raised in your letter are not endorsed by the Hagen Township Board of Supervxsors

Backin K anuary of 2002, Hagen Township residents met with the WRWD Board of Managers to voice concems

over erosion and flood related problems within the township. From that meeting it was decided to Have Clay -
County Water Planning survey residents in Hagen and Ulen Townshlps to identify the extent of the damages
and possible solutions, and it is our understanding that Clay County is in the process.of compleimg the survey.
Because the WRWD is responsible for addressing flood damege reduction measutes. and the Soil and Water

Conservation District/Natural Resources Conservation Service are responmble for addr¢SS1ng erosmn concerns, -

you will stﬁl need to work with Clay County on your eronon—related damages,

Your letter indicated a desire to get mght to work, ehmmatmg planning and/or studles to 1mplement proposed
projects. The Board of Managers also wants to- begm work as soon as possible, but must proceéd under
a;pphcable Minnesota law.  Before a major prOJect is iniplemented, the distriet i is: reqmted to: develop a rewsed

“watershed management plan.”

The various facets of a water management project as identified in the. watershed managcmcnt plan ara then
submitted to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources {MNBWSR) for its teview and comments, The
chances of favorable consideration by the MNBWSR are increased with proper planning/studies: Accordingly,
such planning/studies become imperative., The prelunmmy estimate for the first phase of mplementmg the -
contemplated flood damage reduction projects is in excess of $56 million. Because of the high cost, federal -

funding assistance is necessary to implement any such projects and is the reason. the Anny Corps of Engmeers o

feasibility study is necessary

Another option property owners have is to petition for projects under Minn. ‘Stat, 103D 701 “which would
require the necessary signatures on a petition to the watershed distriet to implement specific: prq;cct(s) as well
as obtaining bonding authority. The considerable estimated cost of flood damage redugtion pro; ects makes such

a private petition process unlikely.

Your letter indicates that the primary reason for the flooding iri Hagen Township is drainage. Whlle the.
WRWD Board of Managers agrees that drainage is a problem in the township, they also recognize other fictors
that contribute to potentxal floods, ingluding, but not limited to, topography, land use, weather patieris, rainfall
and size.of the watershed. The presence or absence of any of these factors can dramaucally change the . '

character of a particular flood.

WD) Board of Managers this- lett"ef shaﬂ'ﬁserve a8 'a fesponise.
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was madc available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements. Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Today’s Meeting
The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and

adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

Identified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposttion, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o Other

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5™ Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikligwildricewatershed.ore




Name: (-Reci. Mastewel / M Det
Phone Number: 2%~ 84~ 195 &
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

June 20, 2017

RE: ‘Sauth Branch of the Wild Rice River
Dear Township Chair:

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Rad River Retention Authority for
Watershed Planning under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed
planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law
83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA)
requirements. Tasks required for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and
Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment, Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems),
Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of the alternatives, determining a
Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital component
throughout the entire planning process.

We are currently working on gathering information regarding problem areas in the South Branch Sub-
Watershed area and would like your input. Attached is a map of your township that lies within the South
Branch Sub-Watershed. Please take a few minutes of your time to mark the areas on the map where and
what type of damages have occurred over the years. This information will be used to determine the scope of
Watershed Planning activities within the South Branch Sub-Watershed. You can return the information
using the enclosed envelope, must be postmarked on or before July 12, 2017 to be accepted.

We appreciate your help in this matter. [f you have any questions feel free to give us a call at 218-784-5501.

Best Regards,

™y
N T R )
Nk Qloensar)
Nikki Swenson
Administrative Assistant
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Nikki Swenson

- L A
To: lerry Bents
Ce Kevin Ruud; Tara Jensen; Nikki Swenson
Subject: South Branch comments

Jerred Jirava called and would like to add these comments as the Riceville Township Chalir:

The township would like to see continued encouragement in working with NRCS and letting farmers install retention
areas. Possibly helping farmers with part of financial end of installing the retention structures as it benefits more than
Just the farmer, saves the Township from having to rebuild roads and ditches, if there is money for projects. Retention
structures have already helped some areas and they would like to see more of that.

Riceville Township
Jerred Jirava

Hikki &wgnson
Administrativg Wssistant
nikki@wildricewatershed.org
11 5*h Avenue Fagt

Ada, MN 56510
218.784.55601
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements. Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
[dentifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Toeday’s Meeting

The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and
adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

[dentified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Qualitv/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o Other

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5% Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wildricewatershed.org




11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12,2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements, Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Altemative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Today’s Meeting

The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and
adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

Identified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o QOther

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5'" Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wiidricewatershed.org
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements. Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan, Public participation will be a vital
component thronghout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Today’s Meeting
The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties inchuding
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and

adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD,

Identified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Qualitv/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o Other

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 8™ Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wildricewatershed.org
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements, Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpese of Today’s Meeting
The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and

adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

Identified Resource Concemns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangerad and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o Other

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5™ Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wildricewatershed.o
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements. Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Today’s Meefing
The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and

adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

[dentified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o QOther

Please fill out the following information based on your prierities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5" Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wildricewatershed.org
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Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns

where the degree of concern is not indicated will be considered a zero value (No Concern or Not Relevant).
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3 = Moderate Concern 4 = Significant Concern 5 = Severe Concern
Concerns for Project Scoping: No Concern Severe Concern
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWDY) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements. Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Today’s Meeting

The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and
adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

[dentified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.e. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Qualitv/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o Other

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5 Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wildvicewatershed.org
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Hagen Township

18221 220th Street North -7 . !—i ‘ 1,}
Ulen, MN 56585 . M““‘"““—'-—-“—'—M
Todd Peterson, Chairman

Hazel A. Hutton, Clerk
August 2, 2002 -

Jerry A. Bennett, District Administrator
Wild Rice Watershed District

11 East 5th Avenue

Ada, MN 56510

Dear Mr. Bennett:

The Board of Hagen Township and its residents along the Wild Rice River South Branch
speak with one voice regarding the Watershed District’s request for response to its 6-10-

02 memorandum.

The Hagen Board and its residents have collectively voiced their concerns to the
Watershed District in the past. No solution resulted. With the recent damage due to
flooding and the immensity of the problem, the Hagen Board and its residents are now
calling for action. The Watershed District intends to do a feasibility study. The time for
study has long passed. The contributing factors to the problem have been identified and
need to be dealt with. This letter will state the contributing factors and reasonable plans

for their alleviation.

The Watershed District wants to place a dam on the South Branch of the Wild Rice River
in Hagen Township. Again, as one voice, the Hagen Board and its residents on the river
state emphatically that this plan will not work and will have dire consequences if built.

The Wild Rice South Branch was a peaceful river, a beautiful waterway lined with huge
ancient oaks and cottonwoods. Residents who have lived here many decades, state that
the river well handled the occasional inordinate rainfalls or heavy runoff of snow melt
without changing its course. Newcomers believe this, as it is evident that the river’s high
banks and well-established course was able to accomimodate a significant rise in water.
This is no longer the case. In past decades, and likely for centuries, it would take days
before a rise in the river was noticed following a heavy rain. Now the rise occurs within
hours. It exceeds the river’s capacity. And the effect is devastating; not only to the
property in Hagen Township, but to land in the valley. The primary reason for this
dramatic change is ditching,

In the *40s the Federal Government paid landowners to drain wetlands to convert them to
farm acreage. This started a practice of drainage, installation of culverts, and ditching
that allows the water to run off the land at great speed. Not only has the practice been



established, it has advanced to a sophisticated process with scrapers and lasers without
respect for consequences or legal limits. The ditches are deeper than legal limits allow
and they are done without permits. When permits are requested for bigger and bigger
culverts and for more ditching they are granted without consideration for the effects
downstream. Again, the effects are devastating - for Hagen residents, the integrity of the
Wild Rice South Branch River, the landowners in the Ada and Borup areas and ultimately
the people living along the Red River.

1) The ditching has to stop! And violators need to be prosecuted.

2) Wetlands need to be re-established. Previous ponds and swamp areas need to be
turned into reservoirs and if landowners need to be reimbursed to do 5o, so be it.

3) Ditches have to be returmed to reasonable depths and to have some variation of terrain
so that they provide some resistance to the flow of water. Something as simple as hay
bale barriers would slow the water,

4) Some ditches need to be gated and at times of inordinate rainfall, the gates need to be
closed and water held for a few hours until the river has the capacity to bear the flow.

5) The best dam system is to use existing roads and reinforce them at strategic points to
hold back water, as was done in one spot in Hagen Township.

If these measures are not taken, the problem of flooding will only increase.

In drought years in the future, these measures would also help retain needed moisture.

The cost of flooding has been tremendous in Hagen Township. The bridges and roads in
Hagen have been washed out three times in 5 years, The flood of "97, called the flood of
the Century, washed out all of the bridges and roads in Hagen. The recent flood exceeded
that of "97. It was the worst ever in Hagen Township. Residents watched in horror as
one bridge was totally destroyed, as huge chunks of land were taken in an instant and as
water came out of the banks and raced across land tearing out roads and fields and leaving
behind rocks, sand, trees and debris. Nothmg like it was seen before.

The costs to Hagen Township for the last 3 floods were significant. They were partly
reimbursed with FEMA funds, Helpful to our Township, but the cost is really born by all
taxpayers. Now FEMA requests plans for prevention in all frequently flooded arcas.
Without the Watershed District’s responsible action in this matter, Hagen Township can
only helplessly waich as flooding destroys more and more pmperty and we again request
assistance from FEMA.,

The cost to landowners is incaloulable and a nightmare for insurance claims and
companies. Most often it is not reimbursed by insurance and the landowner is left in
shock looking at the devastated property and wondering how to deal with it. And
wondering how much property will be lost in the next flood, Because there will be
another one unless action is taken,

Some people downstream, seeing all the trees blocking and putting pressure on bridges in
their area, believe that someone should cut down all the trees that are ready to fall into the
river. These were not trees that were waiting to fall into the river. These were long




established trees, monstrous oaks and cottonwoods that were living happily fat back from

the river. With each flooding we all watched in horror as enormous chunks of land 8 to

16" high and 25’ to 50° wide were, in one motion, swept from the landscape. The noise

of the trees being ripped out, roots and all, is tremendous and frightening and it is

sickening to see the previously stately trees bobbing down the river like matchsticks.

Residents also watched with horror and amazement as an island of land with trees

standing upright was swept downstream, One farmer had a 47 bridge across the river,

The river at the same point now is 200’wide. Nothing can stop this once the flooding is

in motion, Nothing. I L _

The Wild Rice South Branch runs through an area known as the ridge of old Lake
Aggasiz. The ridge holds the rock and boulders broughit in eons ago by glaciers, Hagen
has many gravel pits in its jurisdiction. ‘We aro all familiar with rocks and boulders. _
Boulders as big as small cars have been swept away by the river and we have heard their
fierce rumble as they are carried through our bridges. It takes huge equipment to remove
these boulders from gravel pits. The tiver moves them with ease like they were
styrofoarm. - : '

One area in Hagen acts as a natural dam for floodwaters, Because.of the high bank on
one side, low land on the other, and a road intersecting the river this area holds back a
tremendous amount of water. But it cannot be contained. The tiver drops 108' in three
miles from road 11 to road 27 in Hagen causing tremendous velocity in river flow. Tt is
not possible to contain such force, When the river at that speed is held back in any way it
forces its way elsewhere and chuens its way through any barcier to continue its path.
When it cannot move through the river channel it flows out of the banks and rushes
across the Jand, It has to. A volume of water 100+* wide by 227 high (or more) falling
over 100 feet has an unimaginable force. The bank stabilization project completed in
Hagen to hold 2 “hundred year flood” came through this Jast flood with overflowing
banks, and washed out rip rap. These ate reasons we know a dam in Hagen will not
work. Itis not known how much volume flowed per second in this last flood, but if you
were somehow able to hold that flow for even two hours in Hagen Township you would
have a catastrophic results. In addition, a dam in Hagen would fill with boulders, rocks,
sand and earth and fail in short order.

Ring diles and bank stabilization projects, while helpful to selected landowners, do
nothing to stop the source of the problem. They deal only with its consequences. Water
retention and slowing its flow are imperative. o

The control of the Wild Rice South Branch needs to be done east of the city of Ulen,
We think the residents-of Ulen agree, when we see the damage that occurred there,

Each time heavy rains are forecast we all wait with apprehension wondering what damage
will occur next. The Watershed District needs to make hard decisions and the decisions
need to be made now. Action must be taken to resolve this problem.




The Hagen Board and its residents are willing to help with practical solutions. We
believe, if we all do our part along the river, the Wild Rice River South Branch will
return to being the peaceful river it once was.

Sineetely,

/vz%zéZM
Hazel A. Hutton, Clerk

cc. Township Boards along the Wild Rice River South Branch, FEMA, local media and
an atiny '
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WILD RICE WATERSHED DISTRICT
e g e

October 6, 2002

Hazel Hutton
18221 220™ Street North -
Ulen, MN 56585 - R

Dear Ms. Hufton:

- On bebalf of the Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) Board'of Managers this letter. shall"':sewe as a réspcmse.
to your August 2, 2002, letter. Our response is directed to your concerns as a citizen since we- mderstaud that
the issues raised in your letter are not endorsed by the Hagen Township Boatd of Superwsors

Back in January of 2002, Hagen Township: remdents met with the WRWD Board of Managers to voice congerns
over erosion and flood related problems within the township. From that meeting it Wwas declclﬁd tohave Clay -
County Water Planning survey tesidents in Hagen and Ulen Townshxps to identify 1 the extent-of the damages
and possible solutions, and it is our understanding that Clay County is in the process. campletmg the survey.
Because the WRWD is responsible for addressing flood damage reduction measures anid the Soil and Watet
Conservation District/Natural Resources Consetvation Service are responsible for addrcssmg crosmn concerns,
you will stﬂl need to work with Clay County on your eroswn~related damages ; N .

Your letter indicated a desire to get right to work, ehmmatmg planning and/or studws to 1mplement proposed
projects. The Board of Managers also wants to: bcgm work as soon as possible; but must proceed under
applicable Minnesota law. Befare amajor pmJeot is imiplemented, the chstrmt is reqmred 10. dcvelo‘ ‘,.‘.a'revxsed

“watershed management plain.”

The various facets of a water management pmject as identified in the watershed mat: gemcnt plan a;re then '
submitted to the Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources {MNBWSR) for itsireview and comments. The
chances of favorable consideration by the MNBWSR are increased with proper planning/studies. Accordingly,
such planning/stadies become jmperative., The prehmmary estimate foi the first phase of unplemcmmg the
contemplated flood damage reduction projects is in excess of $56 million. Because of the high cost, federal

funding assistance is necessary to 1mplen1ent any such pro;ec;ts and is the reasen the An“ , ‘.-_‘.(:Z.orps of. Englncers .

feasibility study is necessary

Another option property owners have is to petruon for projects under Minn. Stat. 103D 7()1 which would ,
require the necessary signatures on a petition to the watershed district to implement specific proj ect(s)-,..as well
as obtaining bonding authority. The considerable estimated cost of floed damage reductwn pro;ects makes such

a private petition process unlikely.

Your letter indicates that the primaty reason for the ﬂoodmg in Hagen Townsh1p is dramage Whlle the
WRWD Board of Managers agrees that drainage is a problem in the. township,. they glso recognize other factors
that contribute to potent; al floods, including, but not limited to, topography, land use, weather patterns, rainfall
and size of the watershed. The presencc or absence of any of these factors can dramatlcally changethe - -

character of a particular flood.
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

Public Scoping Meeting/Open House Comment Form
South Branch of the Wild Rice River
NRCS Watershed Plan
June 12, 2017

Background

The Wild Rice Watershed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for Watershed Planning
under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law 83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) requirements. Tasks required
for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment,
Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems), Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of
the alternatives, determining a Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital
component throughout the entire planning process, beginning with this public meeting.

Purpose of Today’s Meeting

The initial step in NRCS Watershed Planning, as directed by NEPA, is to allow for input from all interested parties including
federal, state, and local agencies and other interested groups or persons. Initial input will be focused on resource concerns in and
adjacent to the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed. In order to gather input on resource concerns, we would
request that the attached comment form be completed and provided to the WRWD.

I[dentified Resource Concerns:

o Flooding/Flood Damages (i.c. agricultural effects from delayed planting, prevented planting, crop flood inundation, road
damages, culvert/bridge damages, breakout flows, field erosion/deposition, floodplain management, etc.)

o Water Qualitv/Erosion and Sedimentation (water quality, water resources, soil resources, field erosion/deposition,
channel erosion/deposition, etc.)

o Wildlife and Habitat (Fish and wildlife, wetlands, endangered and threatened species, invasive species, migratory birds,
forest resources, etc.)

o Other

Please fill out the following information based on your priorities for the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-
Watershed.

Comment forms will be accepted for all forms postmarked on or before July 12, 2017.
Completed comment forms can be mailed to the WRWD office at:

Wild Rice Watershed District
11 5" Avenue East
Ada, MN 56510

Or via email to nikki@wildricewatershed.org

N



Name: (-Rel. MAsTeLLER /Mh Dt
Phone Number: Z\%-®14L~145 &

Email Address: bPE6, Mastouce & SATE, M, US

Mailing Address: {000 US Hoy (o west D:meli—ui@_j Mg S5Ol

Circle the most appropriate ranking for each concern listed below. Refer to the KEY for definitions of each ranking. Concerns

where the degree of concern is not indicated will be considered a zero value (No Concern or Not Relevant).

KEY: 0=No Concern or Not Relevant 1=Minimal Concern 2 = Minor Concern
3 = Moderate Concern 4 = Significant Concern 5 = Severe Concern
Concerns for Project Scoping. No Concemn Severe Concern
¢ Flooding/FloodDamages ... 0 1 2 3 @ 5
» Water Quality/Erosion and Sedimentation i, 0 1 2 3 4 @
¢ Wildlife ind Habitahew o 1 2 (B 4 3
o Others (Please describe in comment section)_ 0 1 2 3 4 5

Additional Comments: STeEAM RankK eresion  Aposmy  TH 32 viear Ulean,
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11 5th Ave East - Ada MN 56510 - Phone (218) 784-5501 - Fax (218) 784-2459 - www.wildricewatershed.org

June 20, 2017

RE: South Branch of the Wild Rice River
Dear Township Chair:

The Wild Rice Watcrshed District (WRWD) secured funding through the Red River Retention Authority for
Watershed Planning under the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), administered by the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). The RCPP funding was made available for watershed
planning in the South Branch of the Wild Rice River Sub-Watershed and it is required to follow Public Law
83-566 requirements.

The Watershed Planning must also comply with the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA)
requirements. Tasks required for the NRCS Watershed Plan generally include: Identifying a Purpose and
Need, Developing an Environmental Assessment, Identifying the Affected Environment (resource problems),
Developing Alternatives, Identifying Environmental Consequences of the alternatives, determining a
Preferred Alternative, and creating an overall Watershed Plan. Public participation will be a vital component
throughout the entire planning process.

We are currently working on gathering information regarding problem areas in the South Branch Sub-
Watershed area and would like your input. Attached is a map of your township that lies within the South
Branch Sub-Watershed. Please take a few minutes of your time to mark the areas on the map where and
what type of damages have occurred over the years. This information will be used to determine the scope of
Watershed Planning activities within the South Branch Sub-Watershed. You can return the information
using the enclosed envelope, must be postmarked on or before July 12, 2017 to be accepted.

We appreciate your help in this matter. If you have any questions feel free to give us a call at 218-784-5501.

Best Regards,

- W

N ki) Ooenser)
Nikki Swenson
Administrative Assistant



Appendix B
Project Maps

A color project map must be prepared to show the location of important project measures
and the location and extent of important watershed conditions that will be affected by the
works of improvement to be installed. The map must show the location and kind of
measures, watershed areas above structures that have floodwater retarding capacity, and
benefited areas.

25§ DRAFT SOUTH BRANCH OF WILD RICE RIVER WATERSHED PLAN - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
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