
Goose Prairie WMA Enhancement 
Project

Preliminary Resolution Hearing
April 11 2018



∗ Initiation - Project being initiated under Minnesota Statutes 103D.601
∗ The preliminary resolution hearing notice must contain:

∗ (1) the date, time, and place of hearing;
∗ (2) the substance of the proposed project resolution;
∗ (3) the means of financing the project; and
∗ (4) a statement that all persons who might be affected by the proposed project or who 

may be interested in the proposed project may appear and be heard.
∗ Final resolution. If, after the hearing, the managers determine that the proposed 

project promotes the public interest and welfare and is practicable and in 
conformity with the watershed management plan of the watershed district, the 
managers must adopt a final resolution approving the project and identify the 
proceeding by name and number. When a final resolution is adopted, the 
proceeding must continue as provided for a project initiated by a petition.
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LOCATION



PURPOSE/FUNCTION

Background Issues
∗ High water levels – surrounding drainage issues
∗ High water levels – reduced habitat quality
∗ Downstream flooding

From Report
∗ “primary purpose for the project is to improve wildlife 

habitat conditions in Goose Prairie Marsh”
∗ “reducing the risk of downstream local and regional 

flooding damage” 
∗ “and maintaining an adequate outlet for upstream 

landowners” 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Four major components:
1. Installation of a water control structure, 
2. Raising 115th Avenue N, 
3. Realignment of CD 18 from the Goose Prairie Marsh 

to the water control structure, 
4. Selective sediment and beaver dam removal areas 

of CD 18 downstream of the new control structure 
as well as in the channel above the marsh. 
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Preliminary Annual 
Water Level 

Management Plan

Date Target Water Elevation Objective 
March 15± – 
April 15± 

Gated up to 1207.50 Minimize downstream flood damage. 

April 16± – 
August 15± 

Drawdown to 
1205.00 would be 

completed by May 1± 

Minimize bounce for nesting birds and provide 
adequate water level for aquatic plants. 

August 16± – 
October 15± 

1205.00 Maintain normal pool unless flood conditions 
occur. 

October 16± – 
March 14± 

Drawdown to 1204.50 by 
freeze-up 

Allow water depth for waterfowl hunting access 
but complete or nearly complete drawdown by 
freeze up for spring storage. Periodically this will 
be drawn down to 1203.60. 

 

• Pool was 1205.5 (12/27/2017 – top of ice)
• 1206.91 – July 2009
• Periodic drawdowns to 1203.6 would be 

possible post project.



RIGHT-OF-WAY
Type Acres

Permanent R/W (Till) 8±

Permanent R/W (Non-
till)

14.3±

Temporary R/W 18.8±

Flowage Easement 250±



OPINION OF PROBABLE COST



PROPOSED FINANCING



Purposes



∗ Factors likely contributing to the poor conditions in Goose 
Prairie Marsh include:  
∗ increased nutrient loading, 
∗ altered hydrology, 
∗ high water levels, 
∗ undesirable fish, 
∗ and changing climatic conditions.

∗ Objectives of this project are 
∗ to manage water levels to promote growth and increase 

diversity of native aquatic vegetation, 
∗ reduce water level fluctuations during the waterfowl nesting 

season, 
∗ and improve water quality within the lake.

“Improve wildlife habitat conditions”



“reducing the risk of downstream 
local and regional flooding damage” 

∗ 7 square miles (4,336 acres).  
∗ 292 acre-feet of storage at the proposed summer pool 

run-out elevation of 1205.00.  
∗ approximately 700 acre-feet of gated storage at the 

proposed flood-state run-out of 1207.50 
∗ 1,412 acre-feet of storage at the maximum flood pool 

of 1209.20.



“and maintaining an adequate outlet 
for upstream landowners” 

Date Target Water Elevation Objective 
March 15± – 
April 15± 

Gated up to 1207.50 Minimize downstream flood damage. 

April 16± – 
August 15± 

Drawdown to 
1205.00 would be 

completed by May 1± 

Minimize bounce for nesting birds and provide 
adequate water level for aquatic plants. 

August 16± – 
October 15± 

1205.00 Maintain normal pool unless flood conditions 
occur. 

October 16± – 
March 14± 

Drawdown to 1204.50 by 
freeze-up 

Allow water depth for waterfowl hunting access 
but complete or nearly complete drawdown by 
freeze up for spring storage. Periodically this will 
be drawn down to 1203.60. 

 

• Pool was 1205.5 (12/27/2017 – top of ice)
• 1206.91 – July 2009
• Periodic drawdowns to 1203.6 would be 

possible post project.
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