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The Wild Rice Watershed District is located in the central part of the Minnesota portion
of the Red River of the North basin. The Watershed District is bordered by the Sand Hill
River and Red Lake River basins to the north and the Buffalo River basin to the south.

The Wild Rice Watershed District occupies a land area of approximately 2,085 square
miles. The territory of the District is in parts of Norman, Clay, Mahnomen, Becker, Clearwa-
ter, and Polk counties which include the watershed of the Wild Rice River and the Marsh

River.

The photo on the front cover is the Lockhart Flood Control Project located in Norman

County.
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Executive Summary

In accordance with Chapter 103D of the Minnesota Watershed Act, the Board of Man-
agers hereby submits the 38th Annual Report of the Wild Rice Watershed District, which
covers the period of January 1 to December 31 of 2008. The report contains a summary
of the District's activities for the past year and includes a summary of the District's fi-
nancial condition.

The Annual Report reflects the Board of Managers’ commitment toward serving the res-
idents of the watershed in its mission to provide efficient management of our water re-
sources for the future. The Wild Rice Watershed District is focused on providing the
leadership and resources needed to fulfill its water management goals and objectives.

The Wild Rice Watershed District has developed a comprehensive implementation pro-
gram to accomplish its goals and objectives. Authority for implementation is provided by
the legislature under Section 103D of the Minnesota Statutes. This legislation gives the
watershed districts the authority to establish rules, require permits, construct and finance
improvement projects and perform other activities which contribute to the purpose for
which the District is organized. The Watershed District will use this authority granted by
the legislature to implement its long term goals and objectives.

Within the Annual Report you will find evidence of these commitments. The report also
reflects the Board of Managers’ recent accomplishments while mapping out plans for
the upcoming year. The District would be pleased to have your comments about both.

Respectfully Submitted
Wild Rice Watershed District
Board of Managers



Wild Rice Watershed District
Board of Managers 2008

The Wild Rice Watershed District is governed by a Board of Managers whose job is to pre-
side over the business of the Watershed District as it pursues the conservation of natural re-
sources and flood damage reduction through regulation and use of sound scientific principles.
The Board of Managers is composed of seven managers appointed by the County Commis-
sioners from Norman, Clay, Mahnomen and Becker Counties. Managers in 2008 included Diane
Ista (term expires 04-25-10), Mike Christensen (term expires 04-25-10), and Jim Wagner, Sr.
(term expired 04-25-08) and Don Vellenga (term expires 04-25-11) , all Norman County; War-
ren J. Seykora (term expires 04-25-09), Becker County; and Robert E. Wright (term expires
04-25-09), Clay County; and Joseph Spaeth (term expires 04-25-10) and Dave Vipond (term
expires 04-25-09) Mahnomen County. Term of office is three years.

Area representation of the board changed in 2006, following a request from Mahnomen
County for an additional representative. Following a public hearing in 2006, The Board of Water
and Soil Resources gave approval of board representation that now includes three managers
from Norman or Polk County, two managers from Mahnomen or Clearwater County, and two
managers from Clay or Becker County.

Board Meetings - The Board of Managers meets regularly on the second Wednesday of each
month at 8:30 a.m. at the District office in Ada, Minnesota.



Citizen Advisory Committee

To ensure public input, the managers have appointed a Citizens Advisory Committee to provide rec-
ommendations on matters affecting the Watershed District, including all contemplated projects and im-
provements. The Wild Rice Watershed District holds annual planning meetings with its citizens advisory
committee, as required under Minnesota Statute.

Wild Rice Watershed District FDR Project Team

The FDR Project Team in the Wild Rice Watershed District was established in 1999, as a result of
the mediation process which began in 1997, in an attempt to resolve issues surrounding the develop-
ment of flood damage reduction projects between different water management agencies and stake-
holder groups. A framework was organized to seek solutions to flooding problems, review new flood
protection projects, and coordinate efforts early on in the planning process. The mediation process al-
lows federal, state, and local agencies, as well as the public and private sector, to provide input re-
garding flood damage reduction and environmental impacts.

Major discussions in 2008 included development of Project #42 on the South Branch.

The FDR Project Team in the Wild Rice Watershed District delegates and alternates include: Dave
Friedl, MNDNR; Earl Johnson, MNDNR; Brian Dwight, MN BWSR; Pete Waller, Mn BWSR; Mike
Vavricka, MPCA,; Jim Ziegler, MPCA; Nan Bischoff, Army Corps of Engineers; Leonard Grabowski,
Army Corps of Engineers; Randy Tufton, NRCS/FSA; Amanda Peterson, NRCS; Mike Swan, White
Earth Reservation; Scott Kahan, USFWS: Curtis Borchert, Norman SWCD; Mark Christianson, Norman
SWCD; Aaron Neubert, Mahnomen SWCD; Dan Weber, Mahnomen SWCD; Kevin Kassenborg, Clay
SWCD; Brad Grant, Country Water Plan; Steve Bommersbach, Norman County; Jerry Dahl, Mahnomen
County; Jerry Waller, Clay County; Henry Van Offelen, Environment MCEA; Ron Thorsrud, Sports-
man Group; Jerome Slette, Sportsman Group; Mick Alm, Cities; Jim Ellefson, Cities; Glen Brookshire,
Cities; Don Vellenga, Citizens Group; Paul Houglum, Property Owner; Walter Richtsmeier, Property
Owner; Warren Seykora, WRWD; James Wagner, WRWD; Robert Wright, WRWD; Diane Ista, WRWD,
and Don Buckhout, DNR, Bob Merritt, DNR.

Red River Watershed Management Board

The Wild Rice Watershed District is a member of the Red River Watershed Management Board
(RRWMB) created by a Joint Power Agreement between the nine member watershed districts. The
RRWMB was established for the purpose of instituting, coordinating and financing projects to alleviate
flooding and to assure the beneficial use of water in the watershed of the Red River of the North and
its tributaries. Funding is by ad valorem tax levies, provided by Chapter 162 of the Minnesota Session
Laws. Robert Wright was the District's delegate to this board in 2008.

Managers participate in the annual conference sponsored by the RRWMB each spring. The annual
conference focuses on a basin-wide approach to water management and flood damage reduction.

Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD)

The Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD) provides educational opportunities, in-
formation and training for watershed districts, managers and staff through yearly tours, meetings and
newsletters. MAWD also represents state wide watershed district interests at the legislature, before ex-
ecutive branch agencies and other policy makers at the local government level. Wild Rice Watershed
Manager Warren Seykora served as president of MAWD in 2008. Delegates from the WRWD to MAWD
were Joe Spaeth and Diane Ista.























































































